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I am mainly awake and active during the… 

Night 

Day – see diurnal pages 

A nocturnal pet may be best for you. Avoid diurnal 
birds and reptiles: your pattern of sleep and lighting 

will be both disruptive and detrimental to their 
health, and their patterns will be exhausting for you! 

I am also awake and active in the 
early morning and late evening 

Yes No 

Cats (and ferrets) may also be suitable pets 
for you. Cats are mainly active at each end 

of the day but are tolerant of both 
nocturnal and diurnal patterns, providing 

they are not disturbed too much.  

I would prefer a… 

Cat 

Small mammal 

Reptile 

Although a lot of information is available 
for reptiles, there is still a lot to find out! 

Try to keep your pet’s environment as 
natural as possible i.e. replicate daytime 
as well as night time conditions. This will 

involve providing hides, UV light, 
appropriate day and night heat and 

humidity gradients, and may significantly 
add to the cost of keeping your pet! 

My pet will live… 

Indoors and / or outdoors Indoors only 

Please ensure that your new pet has 
tested NEGATIVE for FIV (& FeLV) 

BEFORE purchasing it.  

Snakes e.g. corn snakes, 
king snakes, ball 

pythons, milk snakes, 
red-tailed boas 

 

Cats: many breeds e.g. Ragdoll, 
Burmese, British Blue, domestic short 

or long haired breeds, Tonkinese, 
Siamese, Maine Coon 

A child will be handling 
the pet unsupervised Yes 

No 

Children can be a little clumsy or over-zealous 
in their affections at times so may drop your 

pet or squeeze them a bit too hard!  

My child is young 

Yes 

Try to choose a pet 
that can hold on and 

balance well! 

Rats 
Gerbils 

No 

Ensure your child is taught 
how to hold your pet 

securely and comfortably 

Hamster 
Mice 

Ferrets 

Geckos (most geckos, 
e.g. leopard, leaf tailed) 


