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I am mainly awake and active during the… 
Day 

Night – see nocturnal pages 

A diurnal pet is likely to be best 
for you so that your sleep and 

activity patterns match. 

If you are unable to afford a large 
initial outlay or on-going costs 

(heating, lighting etc.), a reptile is 
not an ideal pet for you! 

A less active or small reptile 
would be best for you if 
space is limited. Always 

provide as large a living space 
as you have means to do so. 

My pet will live… 

True My pet will not have access to a 
space larger than its enclosure 

I would prefer a… 

False 

Diurnal geckos 
Green lizard 

Reptile 

Bird – see page 2 

Indoors only 

Turtles 
Terrapins 

Milk snake 
Corn snake 
Small pythons 

A more active species may be 
suitable for you. Ensure exercise 

areas are fully secure! 

Tortoises: 
Spur thigh 
Hermann’s 
Horsfield  
Indian star 
Red or yellow footed 

Bearded dragon 
Skink 
Geckos 
Iguana 
Chameleon 

Pythons 
King snakes 
Corn snakes 

Ensure all areas are fully secured to prevent your 
pet from escaping and predators from entering. 

Indoors and / or outdoors 

Small mammal – see page 3 

Dog, cat or ferret – see page 4 
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I have: chemotherapy, an immune 
condition, young or old relations 

Bird If you are unable to afford a large initial 
outlay or on-going costs (heating, lighting 

etc.), a bird is not an ideal pet for you! 

I would prefer a… 

Pet bird 
Working bird 

I can spend the majority 
of the day with my pet 

True 

False 

My pet will live… 

You may be able to keep a 
single, care-intensive bird 
e.g. parrot. Parrots are as 

intelligent and as 
demanding as children: if 

you do not have time for a 
child, please reconsider! 

Indoors only Indoors and / or outdoors 

Birds like to be 
part of a flock! 

Ensure aviaries are secure on 
all sides. Warmth, shelter, 
sleeping areas and perches 

should be provided.  

I am asthmatic No 

Yes 
No 

Avoid dusty species such as 
African Grey parrots, and 
birds such as cockatiels, 
budgerigars and love birds 
that may carry psittacosis. 

Large parrots: 
African and Timneh 
Grey parrots 
Amazon parrots 
Cockatoos 
Macaws 

Parrot-like species: 
Budgerigar 
Cockatiel 
Love bird 
Parotlet 

Small parrots: 
Conure 
Caique 
Lorikeet 
 

Passerines: 
Finches 
Canary 
Song birds 
Mynah 

I have a large, easily cleaned 
water source available 

Production bird 

Birds of prey: 
Hawks 
Falcons 
Owls 
Eagles 

Yes 

No 

Water fowl: 
Ducks e.g. Indian Runner, Mallard, Teal 
Geese 

Poultry: 
Chickens 
Turkey 

Game birds: 
Pheasant 
Grouse 
Partridge 
Quail 

Remember to provide tight security against 
predators, and that these birds can fly! They 
need as much space as you can give them. 

We recommend experience with these species. 
Please contact us to discuss your requirements. 
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Small mammal Excepting some hamsters, 

these species all live in 
groups, so will need friends!  

Indoors or indoors and outdoors 

Yes No 

Sugar gliders 
Chipmonks 

I have a… 

Large space Small space My pet will live… 

Outdoors only 

Ensure enclosures are secured 
top and bottom as well as sides.  

My pet will have 
access to trees 

or climbing areas 

Rabbits 
Guinea-pigs 
Degus 
Chinchillas 

Hutches must be raised 
from the ground, and 

plenty of warm 
bedding supplied.  

My pet will have unsupervised 
exercise in the building 

Yes No 

Ensure that your pet has a secure exercise area large 
enough for their needs, or supervise them. 

Avoid rabbits and 
chinchillas: they may 
chew through electrics, 
décor or furniture  

A child will be handling 
the pet unsupervised 

Yes 

No Children can be a little clumsy or 
over-zealous in their affections at 

times so may drop your pet or 
squeeze them a bit too hard!  

My child is young 

Yes 
No 

Try to choose a pet 
that can hold on and 

balance well! 
Ensure everyone is taught 

how to hold your pet 
securely and comfortably 

Rats 
Hamster 
Mice 
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Dog, cat or ferret 

Cat: many breeds, 
almost all prefer to live 
alone if given a choice 

I would like a single pet 

No 

Yes 

I will spend the majority of the day 
with my pet or visit frequently 

False True 

I will spend the majority 
of the day with my pet 

False 

Ferrets: very social 
animals so have several! 

True 

My pet will be walking, running 
or working for most of the day. 

False True 

I will have time for at least 
two long walks every day 

A medium to higher energy dog may be 
ideal for you, but it is essential that your pet 
receives enough exercise. Walks should be 

at a brisk pace for at least 40 minutes.  
 

You may be able to keep a high energy breed. 
You will need to be fit and able to provide 

plenty of mental stimulation, as well as 
working your pet hard every day. 

Yes 

No 

A low energy, low stamina, 
geriatric or physically 

limited dog may be best for 
you. Consider re-homing an 

old dog or amputee! 

Border collie 
German shepherd dog 
Malamute 
Husky 
Dalmatian (narrow headed) 
 

Spaniels   Chihuahua 
Jack Russell terriers  Spitz 
Spinone   Pointer 
Newfoundland   Weimeraner 
Rhodesian ridgeback  Vizsla 
Lucher    Retrievers 
Dalmatian (broad head) 
 

Cavalier King Charles spaniels 
Bulldog 
Pug 
Greyhound 
Boston terrier 
Shih Tzu 
 

Exercise sessions should be 
within the capabilities of the 
individual but as long and as 
arduous as possible. Aim for 
at least 20 minutes twice a 

day at a brisk pace. 
 


